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2009 will be the year of opportunity for quality advisers says Ferguson

Following a turbulent twelve months that shook the financial services sector and redefined the distribution of financial advice, Nucleus founder and chief executive David Ferguson predicts 2009 will be the year of opportunity for high quality adviser firms.

Ferguson asserts that while we are now facing the first ever internet-fuelled recession and may need to wait until the conclusion of 2009 before some economic light emerges at the end of the tunnel, the high quality IFA market will enjoy a strong twelve months in relative terms. 

He argues that as asset values become depressed during testing times and lifetime financial prospects start to look bleaker, it will become more important than ever for clients to bring in the professionals. Ferguson says that consumers will only truly maximise returns from their investment portfolios by enlisting the expertise of a high quality financial adviser, which he believes presents a wonderful opportunity for professional adviser firms. 


Ferguson, who established IFA-owned and controlled wrap proposition Nucleus two years ago, believes financial markets will hit a deep bottom (in terms of GDP contraction) towards the fourth quarter of 2009 but start the 2010 on a high. And he argues that as this reverse of fortunes takes effect and consumer confidence starts to return, investors will begin to unwind their cash positions and look to alternative asset classes. 

Commenting on the outlook for 2009 Ferguson said: 

“It is fair to say that 2009 will be a challenging year for all in the financial services sector, but I remain confident that those operating at the quality end of the IFA market should be smiling come the end of it, if not before. There will undoubtedly be some retrenchment in the advisory market but I fully expect advisers who offer a strong customer-led proposition to thrive as those consumers hit hardest by market events of the last year look to rebuild their financial lives. What better way to start this process than by recruiting the skills of a high quality, customer-aligned adviser?”

The comments expressed are those of David Ferguson and should not be used to support or suggest any financial recommendation or advice.

-  Ends –

For further information please visit www.nucleusfinancial.com or contact:

David Ferguson, Nucleus, 07974 353801

Emma Wylie, MRM, 07766 111824

Notes to editors:

About Nucleus 
Nucleus Financial Group is an online wrap based business platform.

Nucleus was founded in 2006 by a number of high quality IFAs who shared a commitment to create a market where advisors have the infrastructure and desire to place the client centre stage. 

Since foundation Nucleus has established itself as a major force for change in the market. It is now a community of 60 IFA businesses who through ownership and control of the business process seek to create a better customer experience. 

The management team is led by David Ferguson chief executive, and offers extensive experience across all areas of the UK retail financial services market.

The company was rewarded for its ground-breaking approach at the Scottish Financial Enterprise (SFE) Innovators Awards held in Edinburgh on 29 November 2007.  

Nucleus Financial was rewarded for bringing something new to the wrap platform sector and won best new platform at the 2008 Adnitor Awards in October.

Nucleus won the ‘Best online wrap or fund supermarket’ accolade at the 2008 Online Finance awards in November, 2008.

