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ATKINSON SMITH Joins Nucleus  

29 June 2009

Atkinson Smith has announced it is to join the IFA-owned wrap proposition Nucleus. 

Doncaster-based Atkinson Smith was founded in 1973 and is now one of the largest independent financial planners in Yorkshire with over 2000 clients and £60m under advice. The firm offers a comprehensive financial planning service to businesses and high net worth individuals, with an advisory team of five specialising in investment and retirement planning, group protection and pensions, as well as employee benefit packages.

As with all other existing member-IFAs, Atkinson Smith has taken an equity stake in Nucleus, becoming one of a growing number of high quality IFAs that own and control the platform.

Will Palmer, Financial Development Manager at Atkinson Smith commented: 

“We have watched the development of the platform market for some time and following a period of intense research feel that the Nucleus proposition is most closely aligned to our own business. 

“The opportunity to be part of this pioneering concept will allow us to continue to offer clients the high levels of support and service they have come to expect while allowing us to play a central role in the future development and direction of the platform.”

Rebecca Christensen, Director at Nucleus added: 

“The Nucleus proposition allows high quality advisers to align themselves more closely with their customers by offering them a truly transparent proposition that they own and control. We continue to be encouraged by the quality and diversity of adviser firms who are keen to share in the Nucleus vision.  Atkinson Smith is one such example and we look forward to working with them.”

-Ends-
For further information please visit www.nucleusfinancial.com or contact:

Andrew Appleyard / Sarah O’Connell, Media Relations Management- 020 3326 9903
Notes to editors:

About Nucleus 
Nucleus Financial Group is an online wrap based business platform.

Nucleus was founded in 2006 by a number of high quality IFAs who shared a commitment to create a market where advisors have the infrastructure and desire to place the client centre stage. 

Since foundation Nucleus has established itself as a major force for change in the market. It is now a community of IFA businesses who through ownership and control of the business process seek to create a better customer experience. 
The management team is led by David Ferguson chief executive, and offers extensive experience across all areas of the UK retail financial services market.
The company was rewarded for its ground-breaking approach at the Scottish Financial Enterprise (SFE) Innovators Awards held in Edinburgh on 29 November 2007.  
Nucleus Financial was rewarded for bringing something new to the wrap platform sector and won best new platform at the 2008 Adnitor Awards in October.
Nucleus won the ‘Best online wrap or fund supermarket’ accolade at the 2008 Online Finance awards in November, 2008.
